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"She read books as one would breathe air, to fill up and live."

— Annie Dillard
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Technology & Innovation

Scientists Teach a Robot to Walk on Any Ground

Scientists have found a clever new way to teach robots how to walk. Their
robot can now move across many different surfaces. Sand, gravel, slopes,

and stairs are no problem at all.

A student named Feiyang Wu led this exciting work. He studies machine
learning at Georgia Tech. That means he teaches computers to learn new
things. His team taught a tall, two-legged robot how to move around in the

real world.

The team used a special teaching method. It works like a teacher and
student in a classroom. A pretend "teacher" robot first learns inside a

computer game. Then a real robot copies what the teacher learned.

The best part? The robot did great on surfaces it had never seen before.
Even Wu was surprised! He thought it might only work on flat ground.

But the robot handled rough and uneven ground just as well.

Wau shared his findings at the world's biggest robot conference. Scientists
from everywhere came to learn about his work. Robots like this could one
day help people in many ways. The future of helpful robots looks very
bright indeed.
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Life & Culture

The Inspiring Story Behind Our National Anthem

One of America's most beloved songs has a fascinating history. It was born

on a dramatic night in September 1814.

British warships were attacking Fort McHenry near Baltimore. A man
named Francis Scott Key watched from a distance. He feared the worst for

his country. He had come to help free a captured friend.

When morning came, Key saw something wonderful. The American flag
was still flying over the fort. The sight filled him with deep pride and joy.

He sat down and wrote a poem about what he had seen.

That poem became "The Star-Spangled Banner." Key had a tune in mind
as he wrote the words. The song quickly became popular across the
country. But it took 117 years to become the official anthem. President

Herbert Hoover signed it into law in 1931.

Today, the Library of Congress keeps a rich collection about the anthem's
history. A musicologist named Oscar Sonneck helped build that collection
long ago. Thanks to his work, Americans can still learn about this
treasured song. It remains a proud symbol of the nation's spirit and

strength.
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Science & Discovery

The Joy of Watching Birds at Your Window

You don't need to travel far to see something wonderful. A simple bird
feeder outside your window can bring the whole natural world to you.

Birds visit every season. They bring colour, song, and endless surprise.

Setting up a feeder is easy. A wooden post or a hook will do just fine. Fill
it with sunflower seeds or mixed grain. Within days, your first visitors will

arrive. Sparrows come first, then finches, then perhaps a bold robin.

Each bird has its own personality. Some are shy and dart away quickly.
Others seem curious and linger longer. Watching them teaches you to slow
down. You start to notice small things. The way a chickadee tilts its head.

The flash of a goldfinch's bright wings in the morning light.

Scientists have found that watching birds is good for you. It lowers stress
and lifts your mood. You don't need special equipment to begin. A
notebook to jot down what you see adds to the fun. Over time, your list of

visitors will grow longer and longer.

Birdwatching is a gentle hobby with no rules. You can do it from your
armchair. You can share it with a grandchild or a friend. Every bird that

lands is a small gift. Nature is always nearby, always ready to delight you.
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Animals & Wildlife

The Sweet Tradition of Making Homemade Jam

Every summer, something magical happens in kitchens across the country.
Families gather around steaming pots of fresh fruit. The sweet smell fills
every room of the house. This is the beloved tradition of making

homemade jam.

It starts at the farmer's market or backyard garden. People pick the ripest
strawberries, peaches, and plums. The fruit must be soft and full of color.

Good jam begins with choosing the very best pieces.

Back in the kitchen, the real fun begins. The fruit gets washed, chopped,
and stirred with sugar. It bubbles and thickens slowly over the stove.
Everyone takes turns watching and tasting along the way. Children love to

lick the wooden spoon clean.

The jam gets poured into small glass jars. The lids seal with a satisfying
little pop. Each jar looks like a tiny treasure on the shelf. Many people tie
a ribbon around the top. Homemade jam makes a perfect gift for neighbors

and friends.

This tradition connects us to those who came before us. Grandmothers
taught mothers, and mothers taught their children. Now those children are
teaching the next generation. A simple jar of jam carries so much love

inside. Every spoonful tastes like summer and sweet memories.
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The World Today

Three Wonderful Things That Happened on July 21st

Today is a date worth celebrating! July 21st has brought some truly lovely

moments to our world. Let's take a cheerful look back together.

On this day in 1925, a young teacher named John Scopes was found not
guilty of wrongdoing in a famous courtroom case. The trial had captured
the whole country's attention. People packed into a small Tennessee town
just to listen. It showed how much Americans love a good debate and care

about learning.

In 1925, the town of Dayton, Tennessee became famous overnight.
Reporters came from everywhere. People sold lemonade and sandwiches
in the streets. It felt almost like a county fair! Communities coming

together has always been one of life's sweetest things.

Then in 1969, something truly magical happened. Astronaut Neil Arm-
strong stepped onto the Moon. He called it "one small step." But the whole
world watched with wide eyes and happy tears. Children stayed up past
bedtime just to see it. Families huddled around their televisions together. It

was a night nobody ever forgot.

July 21st reminds us that history is full of wonder. Big moments bring
people together. Whether it is a lively debate or a moonwalk, humans
shine brightest when they are curious and brave. Today is a fine day to feel

proud of how far we have all come. Happy July 21st, dear readers!
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Activity Time - Word Search

Find the words below in the puzzle. Words go across or down only.

Words to Find:

SUGAR JARS

FEEDER

TERRAIN

SEED WING

STEP
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